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Washington Ponders Yurchenko:
A Troubled Spy or an Actor?|

By STEPHEN ENGELBERG
Spacial t» The New York Times

j |
WASHINGTON, Nov. 9 — Vitaly S.

urchenli’s voice was breaking and
appeared to be b:

eyes this week as he described for
what he said were his experi-
ences during three months in the hands
the Central Intelligence Agency.
“When 1 was sleeping, they b-

R ggg4

ited mewendtﬁlgotbedg.“homd.'um by mem
*‘Door shoul osed, next room | bers
Administra

raay have been the finale in a elaborate

play staged from the start by Soviet in-

t . Or it was a remarkable pub-

hl;:myofthe spurmddt:ymhi‘;
man, a spy

lover and torn by guilt over betraying

his homeland.

Noone in W is surq which
explanation is the truth, and members
of Congress and knowledgeable Admin-
istration officials are divided over how
to interpret the evidence.

U.S. Denles Mistreatment

The State Department has called Mr.
Yurchenko’s charges against the C.1.A.
‘“‘completely false,” and members of
Congress incl Senator Dave
Durenberger, chairman of the Senate
Select Committee on Inteiligence, have
denied the C.1.A. mistreated him.

Yurchenko. The agency its of-
forts to verify leads he provided will es-
tablish that he was a legitimate defec-
tor who changed his mind. offt-
cials believe the evidence a le s0

far s this view.

But doubts within the Adminis.
tration reach as as President Ree-
gan, who last said that Mr. Yur-
chenko’'s revelations were of little
value. The entire affair, Mr. Reagan
) ed, may have been part of

ot ploy to disrupt the summit
scheduled for later this month.

The case G lifely to iave far-reach-

ing consequences for the C.1.A., whose
operational procedures are under scru-
tiny in Congress and within the Admin.

field begin to assess central issue of
Mr. Yurchenko’s bona fides, several
themes have begun to emerge.

istration. Until now, the criticism ¢
William J. Casey, the Director of

A Classic Pattern

rinto harbor in Nicaragua.
For the first time, it is Mr. Casey’s

master that is
tion. Administration offl-

‘Some Tough Questions’
“All this has cost the agency,’ said
one senior Administration official.

On Fﬂa& in an unusual public
agency a to be

trying to blum some of criticism
and to show the Russians that Mr. Yur-

ose who support the theory that
Mr. Yurchenko his mind
under the stress of say his
cage appears to have foll a classic.

pattern.

Current and former intelligence offi-
cere said that virtually all the defectors
to the United States — from senior in-

strain that prompts them to seri
consider to their X
“We get an a lot of defectors,”
said one official, ‘‘and some of them go
back.” Only last year, Oleg Bitov, a
Soviet journalist who defected in 1963,
returned to the Soviet Union and at-
tacked the Western nations in which he
had lived. Mr. Yurchenko cryptically:

. i referred to that case at his press con-

ference, saying, ‘‘1 read on the newspa-
pers about Bitov. I don’t know,” but
adcglng: “But [ can understand him ex-
a y. ”
Some former officials familiar with
i the C.I.A.'s handling of defectors say
the Yurchenko case is part of pattern of
insensitivity that has surfaced in other
instances. ‘
Donald Jameson, a retired C.I.A. of-
! ficial who deait with defectors and has:
remained close to many of them since
his retirement in 1973, said: “‘This has:
- long been one of the least te ele- i
ments of the agency. The
and the ability to do the right thing has
been lacking.”

‘The Emotiomal Content’ f

i Many have questioned whether a
; senior K.G.B. official such as Mr. Yur-
chenko wouid be willing to return to his

chenko had given away extensive in- homeland after defection, knowing that
side information about the K.G.B. The  he was likely to face a court-martial

agency’s three-page biography of Mr.
Yurchenko mentioned the strains in his

and a lifetime of disgrace.

tional olgntmtdof sst:“u security offi-
cers.” He said a e!lntdlra
officer he had once worked with de-
fected because an East German
woman who was his lover had told au-

comm!“
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tic trauma of his life. He has
his home, his values, his coun-
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i him has largely served to
%muc.x.mm
z.hth to have explained the.
Shadrin, an Amer-,

ican double a who disappeared in

was a genuine defector.

One official questioned whether the
Russians would risk a live press confer-
ence with a man supposedly cracking
from emotional stress wi some
very reason to believe he would
follow the pr propaganda line.

Senator Malcolm Wallop, a Wyoming
Republican who doubted Mr. Yur.
chenko from the first, said the C.I.A.’s
Deputy Director, John McMahon, told
him several weeks ago: ‘‘I'd stake my
caresr an Yurchenko's bona fides.'’

But a White House re-
marked: “The jury is sdll
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